Branch II.]                    MALEBRANCHE.                            189
It might be supposed that, as the e natural inclinations' are inherent in the pure mind, they would go through their history without any sensitive consciousness or cerebral change. But it is not so. In consequence of the present union of the mind with the body, these inclinations, directed upon spiritual things, e.g. love of truth, of justice, of God Himself, are attended by movements of the animal spirits which leave vestiges on the brain; and so pass into sensible affections more or less vivid. And even as an aid in remembering and thinking over abstract truths, such as the relations of quantity, we resort to a record which can be imagined, like the notation of arithmetic and algebra; and by these means are able to follow a texture of relations through intricacies which else we could not disentangle, to truths beyond our mere intellectual surmise. Thus, sensible affection or feeling spreads over everything human; nor is there anything conceivable of which we could assert that, in regard to it, all men are exempt from the sway of feeling1.
Malebranche analyses the rise and operation of an affection or passion into seven stages, from the first presentation of the external object to the final fascination of the mind by it, and seizure of it by bodily action. This analysis, resting on the obsolete physiology of c animal spirits/ it is needless to follow. Two features in it may, however, be specified as interesting in relation to later doctrines, (i) He lays it down, that, although the sensation of pain is no more the mere privation of pleasure than pleasure is the mere absence of pain, yet there is nothing objectively evil except what is relative to some good and the negation of that good; so that the natural movement of the mind by which it wards off evil is the same as that by which it is driven towards good, viz. the love of good; and there is no need to call in the hatred of evil as a separate passion. Here we have already the theory, afterwards important, of the purely negative character of evil. (2) In treating of the transformation of sensory excitement conducted to the brain into motory sent 1 De Inquirenda Veritate, V. 2.